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A Cornucopia of Rags and Swing
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If you are amongst the people who believe that the musical style ragtime is best exemplified by the world famous composition “The Entertainer,” then you are in for several big surprises listening to the Royal Guitars exciting cocktail of rags and swing.  The musical style originates from the American southern states, where mainly poor piano playing African-Americans invented a brand new way of putting swing into march music.

The program features several compositions of the best-known ragtime composer, Scott Joplin; however, did you know that a Danish immigrant, Jens Bodewalt Lampe, was celebrated from coast to coast in the United States for his popular, catchy ragtime tunes? At one time he lived at the address Hundegade 9, in the tiny Danish city of Ribe.

Included in the program are lesser-known composers such as Jesse Greer, Louis Silvers, and Henri Weber.  His unforgettable “Sophisticated Lady” represents one of the giants of jazz, Duke Ellington.  New American swing can be experienced in the compositions written for the Royal Guitars by Los Angeles composer, Peter Yates.
The Royal Guitars feel great love for ragtime as a musical style:

· They have composed a suite of ragtime pieces, “Royal Danish Rags,” describing members of the Danish Royal Family.  Some of compositions are performed in the concert.

· They have recorded a CD, “Ragtime,” containing several famous ragtime pieces, as well as ragtime compositions of their own (DACOCD 474).

· They were invited to perform in the biggest ragtime festival in the world in the city of Sedalia, Missouri, USA, arranged by “The International Scott Joplin Foundation,” 2004.

Like to listen to good music?  Like to be surprised?  Like to be led through the program with both humor and informative stories?  Then the “Ragtime” program by the Royal Guitars would a good choice for you!

Please download program and photos for PR purposes from:
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